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Pre-Loading Inspections & Survey of Vessel Holds & Hatches: 

Vessel Hold Inspection by independent international surveyors (pre-approved by our 
specialty Underwriters) is extremely essential for both the Buyers and Sellers prior to 
commencing the loading the cargo giving both parties the confidence that the vessel 
holds are properly and adequately clean to receive the subject cargo thus avoiding the 
risk of cargo contamination by any material already in the hold, or affected in any way 
by vessel deficiencies. After a successful completion of the inspection exercise, the 
nominated surveyor shall provide an internationally recognized certificate of vessel hold 
inspection.  

HOLD INSPECTIONS: 
The nominated Surveyor verifies that the vessel’s hold(s) is/are ready to receive your 
cargo. Such inspection considers several factors that may affect the quality of the 
cargo. The Hold Inspection survey: 

• Ensure that the hold is free of rust or paint chips that could contaminate or 
discolor your cargo, 

• Verifies that the hold is free of previous cargo remnants, including inaccessible 
areas, 

• Checks for any evidence of wooden partitions or dunnage that may react with 
cargo and ignite, 

• Examines the ship’s log for evidence of previous cargo containing materials that 
may put your cargo at risk, 

• Verifies any previous cargos including seed or grain that may lead to 
consequences due to quarantine requirements 

• Checks for any signs of moisture or previous water damage in the hold or bilge. 

HATCH INSPECTIONS:   
As per SGS, improper ship’s hatch cover seals and securing arrangements account for 
a high percentage of cargo defects and rejections. Hatch inspections provide evidence 
that the condition of the hatch covers does not pose a threat to the cargo. Hatch 
Inspection Surveyors: 

• Visually inspect hatch covers at departure and arrival for water tightness and 
proper operation, 

• Look for obvious damage, holes and leak points that may jeopardize the quality 
of the cargo, 

• Conduct Chalk, Hose and Ultrasonic Leak Detection (ULD) tests for objective 
assessment and verification. 

• Verify that the cargo is loaded in safe and sound condition and that the hatches 
are properly sealed post such successful and safe loading of cargo at the load 
port. 
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